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THE 13TH INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION - FESTIVAL OF PERCUSSION INSTRUMENTS,    
PERCUSSIONISTS, DRUM MAJORETTES, MARCHING AND WIND ORCHESTRAS  

"DRUM WAVE" 
November 03 to November 10, 2026 

 
SUPPORTED BY: 

• "SAINT PETERSBURG" TV CHANNEL 

• BUSINESS HOTEL "MOSCOW" SAINT PETERSBURG 

• "ALYANS COMPANY" 

• "ART LIVE SOUND" PRODUCTION CENTER 

• "MARIMBA" CENTER FOR CREATIVE INITIATIVES 

• "MIR-MIO" NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE MUSICAL INDUSTRY 

• MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND TRADE OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION ("MINPROMTORG") 

• MORE THAN 30 REPRESENTATIVES OF BRANDS, FACTORIES, SHOPS, AND RUSSIAN MANUFACTURERS 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 
From November 03 to November 10, 2026, Saint Petersburg will host the 13th International Competition-
Festival of Percussion Instruments, Drummers, Percussionists, Drum Majorettes, Marching and Wind 
Orchestras "DRUM WAVE"-2026.  
The event will gather musicians from more than 68 regions of Russia (including Donbass, Donetsk, Lugansk, and 
Crimea), as well as from Belarus and 5 foreign countries. In 2025, the project brought together 1,228 musicians, 
36 members of the combined international jury, alongside educators, parents, and concert spectators. 
 
The competition-festival can rightfully be called the largest drum forum, unifying performers of various percussion 
types (soloists, ensembles, and orchestras), drummers and percussionists of diverse genres and styles, master 
percussion instrument makers, major Russian manufacturers, global brands and their official artists, and leading 
touring musicians. 
 

• Venue and Accommodation Address: Saint Petersburg, Alexander Nevsky Square 2, Business Hotel 
"Moscow". 

• Infrastructure: The venue spans over 1,500 square meters, comprising the "Moscow" Concert Hall, 5 
smaller halls, an exhibition hall, a festival wardrobe, a "headquarters" room, and lounge zones. 
 

Throughout the festival week, contestant auditions will cover 17 categories and 7 age groups. The program 
features master classes by jury members and top touring drummers, alongside creative meetings with Russian 
percussion instrument manufacturers. 
 
The contestants will be evaluated by 36 jury representatives, including touring top musicians, conservatory 
professors and educators, soloists of the Mariinsky and Mikhailovsky Theatres, artists from leading symphony 
orchestras in Moscow and Russian philharmonics, as well as military and theatre conductors. The complete jury 
lineup is available at drumwave.ru. 
A musical exhibition of percussion instruments and accessories will run daily from 10:00 to 20:00, showcasing 
Russian and global brands, custom artisan instruments from private makers, sheet music, and educational 
textbooks. 
 

  Admission to all festival events is free of charge. 

 

    FESTIVAL PROGRAM 

As part of the "Drum Wave" 2026 festival, special concerts featuring jury members, invited guests, and competition 
laureates will take place: 

• November 4 at 20:00 — "PERCUSSION CONCERT" (Festival Opening). 
o Venue: "Moscow" Concert Hall. 
o Admission: Free. 



o Program: World-class drummers and percussionists will deliver solo sets on the marimba, 
vibraphone, tabla, cajon, and other percussion instruments, as well as joint collaborations. The 
repertoire includes classical pieces, contemporary global hits, and jazz and classical arrangements. 
 

• November 10 at 20:00 — GALA CONCERT of the "DRUM WAVE" 2026 Laureates. 
o Venue: "Moscow" Concert Hall. 
o Admission: Free. 
o Program: Performance by competition laureates, jury members, festival guests, and world-class 

percussionists. They will present unique solo acts spanning jazz, rock, heavy metal, fusion, 
percussion music, as well as Lebanese, Cuban, and Indian ethnic rhythms and modern global hits. A 
vast array of instruments will share the stage: marimba, vibraphone, marching and African drums, 
drum sets, tabla, cajon, djembe, and many more. The "best of the best" performers will demonstrate 
the virtuosic capabilities of these instruments in jazz, pop music, and percussion ensembles. 

     HISTORY & MILESTONES 

• 2014: The inaugural "Drum Wave" festival took place. Over the course of 12 completed editions, the 
project has united more than 16,000 drummers, 1,800 teachers and accompanists, and 924 ensembles 
from 68 Russian regions and 17 countries. The total audience, including parents, support groups, and 
spectators, exceeds 70,000 people. 

• Global Status: There are no analogues to such a large-scale competition-festival for both novice and 
professional percussionists in world practice. 

• World Records: Thanks to the annual drum parades down Nevsky Prospekt, which gathered over 1,500 
drummers at a time, the festival earned titles as a record-holder in the Russian Book of Records (2018), 
the Guinness World Records (2019), and the world record "DrumParade 2020". 

• UEFA EURO 2020: On June 12, 2021, festival participants performed at the opening of the UEFA European 
Football Championship, launching the tournament with the grand "DrumParade 2021". 

• 10th Anniversary (2023): The jubilee festival saw a record-breaking 1,546 competing musicians 
performing over the 7 days of the event. 

              INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT 

• 2021: Supported by the Presidential Grants Foundation. 

• 2022 – 2024: Supported by the Presidential Foundation for Cultural Initiatives. 

• 2026 Partners: St. Petersburg TV Channel, Business Hotel "Moscow", "AlYans Company", "Art Live Sound" 
Production Center, "Marimba" Center for Creative Initiatives, "MIR-MIO" National Association of Musical 
Industry, and the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Russian Federation ("Minpromtorg"). The event is 
backed by over 30 representatives of brands, factories, and domestic manufacturers. 
 
 
 

  OFFICIAL MEDIA RESOURCES 
To follow the news, download the schedule, or read artist profiles, visit the official channels: 

http://drumwave.ru 

https://vk.ru/drum_wave  

https://www.instagram.com/drum_wave/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/DrumWave  
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